
Jim is returning to Australia May 25-June 5 to share his  
Seattle experience and global stories

About Jim
•	 Founding director of City of Seattle’s Department of Neighborhoods, now 

celebrating its 25th anniversary and more than 5,000 community self-help 
projects

•	 Author of Neighbor Power: Building Community the Seattle Way

•	 Faculty member of Asset-Based Community Development Institute

•	 Instructor at University of Washington

•	 International speaker and consultant with recent tours of North America, 
British Virgin Islands, Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan, Singapore and the 
Netherlands

•	 Experienced community organizer, NGO director, and facilitator of agency/
community partnerships

Jim’s Offerings
Jim delivers speeches, leads workshops, and consults with governments, 
NGOs, community associations and other networks on topics such as:

•	 Mapping and mobilizing a community’s strengths

•	 Ensuring inclusive community engagement

•	 Building genuine agency/community partnerships

•	 Replicating Seattle’s neighborhood matching fund, bottom-up planning, 
community gardens, little city halls and other award-winning programs

•	 Mobilizing the power of community to revitalize neighbourhoods and business 
districts, prevent crime, promote health, care for one another, sustain the planet, 
and demand accountability and social justice

•	 Learning from the global community-building movement

Contact Peter Kenyon at pk@bankof ideas.com.au to book a day or two of Jim’s time. Peter is a 
colleague of Jim’s with the ABCD Institute and director of Bank of Ideas: www.bankof ideas.com.au

Learn more about Jim: www.neighborpower.org

Jim Diers | Community Builder

Unleash the Power of Community

“Jim’s advice led us to alter both 
policy and practice in relation 
to community engagement. By 
introducing his matching grant 
concept, we facilitated the devel-
opment of some extremely active 
community groups.” 

– Marcelle Hoff, former Deputy 
Mayor of Sydney

“I have been to many workshops 
and thought I’d heard it all, but 
came away with a lot of new ideas 
that could be done without any 
money being required.”

– Workshop participant


